Botanicals are accepted worldwide as medicinal agents and nutraceuticals. Extensive scientific investigations have been performed over the past 200 years which have resulted in the evolution of botanical utilization. This special issue highlights some of this research in 7 review articles and in 24 original research articles. Besides the herbal activities, the cohort study of TCM, SiWu-Tang, in postpartum women was performed to evaluate the health benefits. The effectiveness of the modern herbal drug was carried out using the double-blind randomized controlled clinical trial, as shown under the title "Antiherpetic effects of Gynura procumbens" (S. Jarikasem et al.).
The research on the quality assessment of the botanicals was also presented in this issue. It included the HPLC analysis of Moringa oleifera (B. Vongsak et al.) and Pueraria tuberosa (S. Rastogi et al.) . In addition, the arsenic accumulation in Zingiberaceous rhizomes was reported (C. Ubonnuch et al.).
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